‘tive

worked through the Mafia on th

Mach.. 1, ad0<to. ad3, -doria -
Yormer. CIX. 7 gereral counsel
Lawrence Houston, speaking to
reporters  during an. intermission
of his testimony.-before a House
government opetations subcom
mittee; said that when he was
‘subsequently told of the 1962 at-
tempt on Castro’s’ lifem. that
Kennedy was “angry, instead,
about us getting with the Mafia.
He said that if we were going to
have “anything to- do with the
Mafia, come to see him.”

T TAssassination Talks in 1960
=:In: the -most -detailed "account
yet. of a CIA attempt to kill
Castro, ‘Houston . disclosed that
Richard Bissell,. CIA. - chief of
cladestine. - seivices, “discussed
assassination possibilities in 1960
with - Shefficld. Edwards, who
headed the CIA office of securi-
ty.. ~The- assassination attempt
was called off'following the Bay
of Pigs disaster in 1961, . . .
Houston said that he had no in-
dication that anyone.above Bis-
_sell knew of or approved of the
.assassination plots. Houston said

that Kennedy learned of the plot}

_ for-thé first time a year after it
“waa.hatched and said nothing to
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e assassination attempt.

who

other hand, Houston stressed re-
peatedly that Kennedy did nob
seem concerned when told of the

murder plans, S

Maheu, Contacted Rosselli
Houston said . that Idwards,
died recently,. signed up
John Rosselli, a top lientenant oi
slain Chicago Mafia boss San

(Momo) giancara for the assas-[’

sination. Rosselli was actually
contacted by Robert Maheu, an
ex-aide of billionaire "Howard
Hughes, posing as a representa-
tive of a company secretly con-
trolled by the CIA. ok .

The Teason the CIA went to
the Justice Department at all,
Houston said,. was because Ros-
selli and . Giancana were beingz
prosecuied. . e

Kennedy, told that the two
had been in sensitive CIA opera-
tions, did not prosecute., Rosselli
was - later ~convicred, . however,
onuxge charge unrelated to any
CIA activity. The aging Gianca-
na was slain last _month in.his

. L \E’a{shingEO'n;“Jul&;'?‘?“('Nc“ws-'Rﬁi'eau')'-~~'A--f‘orfnef high CIA official said that At~
itorney General Robert . Kenned :
CIA plot to kill Cuban Premier Fidel C

nedy “wasn’t terribly perturbec
astro, but was “angry” that the spy agency j

Approved For Release 2005/07A 1 P CIAXRDP88-01315R000300510075-4

3
]
i
i
1

7 when told of an abor-:

N "
He had.no explaration as to why

against Castro under the super-;
vision of William Harvey. :
Reveals Crimes of CLA
Houston also revealed alist of}
crimes committed by the CIAS
over the years in testimony be-!
fore the subcomunittce, headed
by ~Rep. Bella Abzug (D-Man-.
“hattan. SR ' :
A-20-yéar - CIA-Justice agree
ment giving the spy agincy the
right - to decide. who will be}
prosecuted has -been termed as
*improper.and probably illegal,”
by Mrs. Abzug., .~ . LT
Houston ~disclosed  -20 cases
which were forwarded to the

Justice Department for prosecu~
tion, including - that of an em-]
! ploye " who embezzled _$20,000,
;and another staffer who faked
i $15,000-in medical expenses..

{ . Ford Won’t Reopen Probe

i In another development, White
{ House  Press Secretary Ron Nes-
!Sen said that President Ford
“has seen no evidence” -that

would. cause him to ask for re=

Oak Park, Ill., home. - . - g

‘Rossellt purportedly was

or poison Castro

in-:
volved in six attempts to shoot:
ut . Mouston,

show_that he:approyed.” On_the ) could not recall the other, cases.
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opéning of the Wavren Commis- |

the CIA resumed its attemptis’;-Openi  Ee . !
t slon ivestization into President -

Kennady’s assassination, :
© Sen. Richard Schweiker (R.

Pa.), a Senate Intelligence Com
mittee membeyr, said Sunday thay -
the probe should be reopened .be-
cause the commission was nol -
told about the CIA Dirvector
Allen Dulles was a commission -

member. | - w S
Nessen decloned to say wheth- |
er the Warren Commission - !
Ford was a member — was evar
told of the CIA. involyement.
Medanwhile, the * new™ House
Intellizence - .Committes: - was |
organized wunder the  chalrman-
ship of Rep. - Otis .. Pike
(D-+Riverhead)., Rep. Don Ed-
wards (D-Calif.), - an :ex-FBI
agent, resigned from. the.com-
mittee, saying that he -would
have too much work on ‘o House:
Judiciary - cubcomumittee” " he
 heads, Rep. William Lehman (D- )
[ Ila.) replaced him. ]
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